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Application/Control Number: 09/752,090 
Art Unit: 2191 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 4/26/2005. 

2. Claims 44-79 are pending. 

3. Claims 1-43 have been canceled. 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
havmg ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 44-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Aycock et 
al, U.S. Patent No. 5,765,138 in view of Gervais et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,381,579. 

As per claim 44, Aycock et al discloses qualifying suppliers, parts and technologies in a 
collaborative network environment (col. 3 lines 45-52 and col. 7 lines 1-16) said qualifying 
suppliers, parts and technologies including acquiring supplier capabiHties, part data and supplier 
technology data from at least one collaborative source (col. 3 lines 45-52 and col. 7 lines 1-16), 
said collaborative source including a supplier, a manufacturing representative, and electronic 
catalog (cpl. 1 lines 21-30 and col. 2 lines 56 to col. 3 line 22) storing acquiring data in a data 
repository (col. 3 lines 45-52), said acquiring data accessible to affected collaborative source, 
and performing quality management functions, said quality management functions including 
accessing quality metrics provided by a supplier (col. 3 liens 45-55 and col. 7 lines 1-16). 

Aycock does not explicitly disclose web based user interface, and shared data repository. 

However, Gervais et al disclose providing web based user interface, and shared data 
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repository for manufactures and suppliers or other business partners in a collaborative 
environment (col. 1 lines 54 to col. 2 line 15 and Fig. 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the teaching of Gervais et al into the system of Aycock to provide providing web 
based user interface, and shared data repository for manufactures and suppliers or other business 
partners in a collaborative environment because one would want to enhance the ability of a 
business enterprises to organize access and sharing of information and application. 

As per claim 45, the rejection of claim 44 is incorporated and further Aycock et al 
disclose recommending at least supplier based on a purchasing entity's requirement (col. 3 lines 
35-60). 

As per claim 46, the rejection of claim 45 is incorporated and further Aycock et al 
discloses analyzing said acquiring data in light of recommendations, selecting a supplier based 
upon results of said analyzing and providing supplier selection information and notification to 
affected collaborative resource as claimed (col. 3 lines 35-60, col. 1 1 lines 10-50). 

As per claim 47, the rejection of claim 44 is incorporated and further the combination of 
Aycock et al and Gervais disclose auditing a supplier and submitting results of said auditing to 
said data repository (Aycock, col. 3 lines 35-60), said results accessible to affected collaborative 
source via said web-based user interface (Gervais, Fig. 1 and col. 1 lines 55-67). 

As per claim 48, the rejection of claim 44 is incorporated and further Aycock discloses 
placing a technology survey on a network said technology survey accessible to at least one 
supplier and said technology survey associated with an engineering organization related to a 
technology being surveyed (Fig. 2 and col. 9 lines 3-35) and accessing a completed technology 
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survey via said user interface by said engineering organization and analyzing said completed 
technology survey and qualifying said at least one supplier based on results of said analyzing 
(Fig. 2 and col. 9 lines 3-35 and col. col. 3 lines 35-60). 

Aycock does not explicitly disclose web and web-based user interface as claimed. 

However, Gervais et al disclose providing web based user interface, and shared data 
repository for manufactures and suppliers or other business partners in a collaborative 
environment (col. 1 lines 54 to col. 2 line 1 5 and Fig. 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of Gervais et al into the system 
of Aycock to provide providing web based user interface for manufactures and suppliers or other 
business partners in a collaborative environment because one would want to enhance the ability 
of a business enterprises to organize access and sharing of information and application. 

As per claim 49, the rejection of claim 44 is incorporated and further the combination of 
Aycock et al and Gervais et al discloses accessing part qualification data (Aycock et al, Fig. 2 
and col. 9 lines 3-35 and col. col. 3 lines 35-60) via said web based user interface (Gervais, col. 1 
lines 54 to col. 2 line 1 5 and Fig. 1), analyzing said part qualification data and qualifying said 
parts passed upon results of said analyzing (Aycock et al, Fig. 2 and col. 9 lines 3-35 and col. 
col. 3 lines 35-60). 

As per claims 50, 51 the combination of Aycock and Gervais discloses submitting data to 
said shared data repository by a supplier, said data accessible to collaborative source affected by 
said data (Aycock et al. Fig. 2 and col. 9 lines 3-35 and col. col. 3 lines 35-60 ) via said web- 
based user interface (Gervais, col. 1 lines 54 to col. 2 line 15 and Fig. 1). 
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accessing said data, analyzing said data and determining whether to accept said data 
based upon said analyzing (Aycock et al. Fig. 2 and col. 9 lines 3-35. and col. col. 3 lines 35-60). 

Aycock and Gervais do not disclose the data is proposed change. However, Official 
notice is taken that proposed change including short term process change by supplier was well 
known in the art at the time the invention was made. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of the well known knowledge into 
the teaching of Aycock and Gervais to have the data be proposed change including short term 
process change because one would want to enhance the ability of a business enterprises to 
organize access and sharing of information and application . and to facilities the management of 
supplier qualification. 

As per claim 52, the rejection of claim 44 is incorporated and further Aycock et al 
disclose identifying potential problems relating to a supplier, altering affected collaborative 
sources of potential problems, notifying management, and collaborative with said supplier 
associated with said potential problems for determining a resolution and generating a problem 
reports (col. 9 line 20 to col. 13 line 12 and col. 8 lines 1-37). 

As per claim 53, the rejection of claim 52 is incorporated and further Aycock et al 
disclose problem reports are categorized as claimed (col. 9.1ine 20 to col. 13 Hne 12 and col. 8 
lines 1-37). 

As per claim54, the rejection of claim 47 is incorporated and further Aycock discloses 
said result of auditing as claimed (Fig. 1). 

Claims 55-65 are systems claims corresponding to method claims 44-54 respectively and 
are rejected for the reasons set forth in the rejections of claims 44-54 respectively. 
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Claims 66-76 are storage medium claims corresponding to method claims 44-54 
respectively and are rejected for the reasons set forth in the rejections of claims 44-54 
respectively. 

Claim 77 is rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claims 44,48 and 49. 
Claim 78 is rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claims 55, 59, 60. 
Claim 779 is rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claims 66, 70, 71 . 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 4/26/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In the remark. Applicant argues: 

1 ) Aycock docs not recite qualifying suppliers, parts, and technologies in a collaborative 
network environment via a web-based user interface and shared data repository. More 
specifically, Aycock docs not recite acquiring supplier capabilities, part data and supplier 
technology data from at least one collaborative source via the web-based user interface. Further, 
Aycock does not recite storing acquired data in shared data repository and making the acquired 
data accessible to affected collaborative sources. Moreover, Aycock does not recite acquiring 
data from at least one of an electronic catalog and a commercial data repository. Also, Aycock 
does not recite performing quality management ftinctions via web-based user interface and 
shared data repository. Gervais does not cure the deficiencies or Aycock. Gervais teaches a 
system and method for enabling secure navigation to resources over a network. Because neither 
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Aycock nor Gervais recite these features. Therefore, Claims 44 and 66 are patentable over 
Aycock in view of Gervais. 

In addition, for claim 55, neither Neither Aycock, nor Gervais recite these features. 
Specifically, neither Aycock nor Gervais teach or disclose a supplier qualification arid quality 
management application executing on a host system, a web-based user interface provided by the 
supplier qualification and quality management application, wherein the web-based user interface 
is operable for collaboratively enabling qualification of suppliers, parts and technologies over a 
network. Aycock and Gervais recite a shared data repository in communication with the host 
system and a workstation being operated by a manufacturing representative, which is also in 
communication with the host system. Aycock and Gervais don't disclose a link to at least one 
supplier over the network, wherein the supplier communicates with the host system via the web- 
based user interface and network. Additionally, neither Aycock nor Gervais recite the functions 
performed by the supplier qualification and quality management application. 
Examiner's response: 

1 ) Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 3 7 CFR 1 . 1 1 1 (b) because they amount to a 
general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically pointing out 
how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the references. The previous 
office action recites various sections in the references to discloses these features, applicant has 
failed to point out the error in the rejection of using the various sections. Therefore, the rejection 
is proper and is maintained. 
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Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wei Zhen whose telephone number is 571-272-3708. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on 571-272-3695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



WEI Y. ZHEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINB^ 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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